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Arkansas 


This  outline  describes  major  sources  of  information 
about  families  from  Arkansas.  As  you  read  this 
outline,  study  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  which  will  help  you  understand  terminology 
and  the  contents  and  uses  of  genealogical  records. 

RECORDS  OF  THE  FAMILY 
HISTORY  LIBRARY™ 


The  Family  History  Library  has  many  of  the  records 
listed  in  this  outline.  The  major  holdings  include 
census,  land,  probate,  and  marriage  records. 

Some  of  the  sources  described  in  this  outline  list  the 
Family  History  Library’s  book,  microfilm,  and 
microfiche  numbers.  These  are  preceded  by  FHL,  the 
abbreviation  for  Family  History  Library.  These 
numbers  may  be  used  to  locate  materials  in  the 
Family  History  Library  and  to  order  microfilm  and 
microfiche  at  Family  History  Centers  . 

FAMILY  HISTORY  LIBRARY 
CATALOG™ 


The  library’s  records  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  found  at  the  Family  History 
Library  and  at  each  local  Family  History  Center  . 

To  find  a  record,  look  in  the  Locality  Search  of  the 
Family  History  Library  Catalog  for: 

•  The  place  where  your  ancestor  lived,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS  RECORDS 
ARKANSAS  -  MILITARY  RECORDS 

ARKANSAS,  PULASKI  -  VITAL  RECORDS 
ARKANSAS,  PULASKI,  LITTLE  ROCK  -  HISTORY 

•  The  record  type  you  want  to  search,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS  RECORDS 
ARKANSAS  -  MILITARY  RECORDS 

ARKANSAS,  PULASKI  -  VITAL  RECORDS 
ARKANSAS,  PULASKI,  LITTLE  ROCK  -  HISTORY 

The  section  headings  in  this  outline  match  the  names 
of  record  types  used  in  the  Family  History  Library 
Catalog. 


ARCHIVES  AND  LIBRARIES 

The  following  archives,  libraries,  and  societies  have 
collections  or  services  that  are  helpful  for 
genealogical  research: 

•  Arkansas  History  Commission 
One  Capitol  Mall 

Little  Rock,  AR  72201 
Telephone:  501-682-6900 

•  National  Archives — Southwest  Region  (Fort 

Worth) 

Building  1,  Dock  1 
P.O.  Box  6216 
501  West  Felix  Street 
Fort  Worth,  TX  76115-0216 
Telephone:  817-334-5525 
Fax:  817-334-5621 

•  Arkansas  Genealogical  Society 
P.O.  Box  908 

Hot  Springs,  AR  71902-0908 

•  Southwest  Arkansas  Regional  Archives 
Old  Washington  Historic  State  Park 
Highway  195 
Washington,  AR  71862 
Telephone:  870-983-2633 

•  Little  Rock  Public  Library 
700  Louisiana  Street 
Little  Rock,  AR  72201 
Telephone:  501-376-7860 
Fax:  501-375-7457 

•  University  of  Arkansas 
Special  Collections  Library 
Fayetteville,  AR  72701 
Telephone:  501-575-5577 

To  learn  more  about  the  history  and  record-keeping 
systems  of  Arkansas  counties,  use  the  17  inventories 
of  the  county  archives  published  by  the  Historical 
Records  Survey  around  1940.  Copies  of  16 
inventories  are  available  at  the  Family  History 
Library. 

Computer  Networks  and  Bulletin  Boards 

Computers  with  modems  are  important  tools  for 
obtaining  information  from  selected  archives  and 
libraries.  In  a  way,  computer  networks  themselves 
serve  as  a  library.  The  Internet,  certain  computer 
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bulletin  boards,  and  commercial  on-line  services  help 
family  history  researchers: 

•  Locate  other  researchers 

•  Post  queries 

•  Send  and  receive  e-mail 

•  Search  large  databases 

•  Search  computer  libraries 

•  Join  in  computer  chat  and  lecture  sessions 

You  can  find  computerized  research  tips  and 
information  about  ancestors  from  Arkansas  in  a 
variety  of  sources  at  local,  state,  national,  and 
international  levels.  The  list  of  sources  is  growing 
rapidly.  Most  of  the  information  is  available  at  no 
cost. 

Addresses  on  the  Internet  change  frequently.  As  of 
April  1997,  the  following  sites  are  important 
gateways  linking  you  to  many  more  network  and 
bulletin  board  sites: 

•  US  Gen  Web 

http  ://www.  usgenweb .  com/ 

A  cooperative  effort  by  many  volunteers  to  list 
genealogical  databases,  libraries,  bulletin  boards, 
and  other  resources  available  on  the  Internet  for 
each  county,  state,  and  country. 

•  Roots-L 

http  ://www.  roots  web  .com/roots-  1/usa/ 

A  useful  list  of  sites  and  resources.  Includes  a 
large,  regularly-updated  research  coordination 
list. 

For  further  details  about  using  computer  networks, 
bulletin  boards,  and  news  groups  for  family  history 
research,  see  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  2nd  ed.,  “Archives  and  Libraries”  section. 

FamilySearch® 

The  Family  History  Library  and  some  Family 
History  Centers  have  computers  with  FamilySearch®. 
FamilySearch  is  a  collection  of  computer  files 
containing  several  million  names.  FamilySearch  is  a 
good  place  to  begin  your  research.  Some  of  the 
records  come  from  compiled  sources;  some  have 
been  automated  from  original  sources. 

Computers  with  FamilySearch  do  not  have  access  to 
computer  on-line  services,  networks,  or  bulletin 
boards.  However,  those  services  are  available  at 
many  public  libraries,  college  libraries,  and  private 
locations. 

BIBLE  RECORDS 


The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
collection  contains  several  volumes  of  Arkansas 
Bible  records.  This  collection  is  described  in  the 


“Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline.  The  DAR  Bible 

records  are  partially  indexed  in  the  following: 

Kirkham,  E.  Kay.  An  Index  to  Some  of  the  Bibles 
and  Family  Records  of  the  Southern  States.  .  .  . 
Logan,  Utah:  Everton  Publishers,  1979.  (FHL 
book  973  D22kk  v.  1;  fiche  6089183.) 

Kirkham,  E.  Kay.  An  Index  to  Some  of  the  Bibles 
and  Family  Records  of  the  United  States.  Vol.  2. 
Logan,  Utah:  Everton  Publishers,  1984.  (FHL 
book  973  D22kk  v.  2;  fiche  6089184,  see  section 
2,  pages  66-93.) 

BIOGRAPHY 


The  best  collection  of  published  biographies  in 
Arkansas  is  at  the  University  of  Arkansas  Library. 
Also  search  the  biographical  sections  of  statewide, 
regional,  and  county  histories  for  biographical 
information.  In  1889  and  1890  the  Goodspeed 
Publishing  Company  published  a  series  of  regional 
biographical  encyclopedias.  Most  have  recently  been 
reprinted  and  are  indexed.  Those  available  at  the 
Family  History  Library  include: 

Biographical  and  Historical  Memoirs  of  Eastern 
Arkansas.  .  .  .  1890.  Reprint.  Easley,  S.C.: 
Southern  Historical  Press,  1978.  (FHL  book  976.7 
H2bhm;  film  934823  item  3.) 

Biographical  and  Historical  Memoirs  of  Northeast 
Arkansas.  .  .  .  Chicago:  Goodspeed  Publishing 
Co.,  1889.  (FHL  book  976.7  H2ba;  film  928094.) 

Biographical  and  Historical  Memoirs:  of  Pulaski, 
Jefferson,  Lonoke,  Faulkner,  Grant,  Saline,  Perry, 
Garland  and  Hot  Springs  Counties,  Arkansas.  .  .  . 
Chicago:  Goodspeed  Publishing  Co.,  1889.  (FHL 
934823  item  2.) 

Biographical  and  Historical  Memoirs  of  Southern 
Arkansas.  .  .  .  1890.  Reprint.  Easley,  S.C.: 
Southern  Historical  Press,  1978.  (FHL  book  976.7 
H2bh,  1960  reprint  of  1890  edition  on  film 
845266.) 

Biographical  and  Historical  Memoirs  of  Western 
Arkansas.  .  .  .  1891.  Reprint.  Easley,  S.C.: 
Southern  Historical  Press,  1978.  (FHL  976.7 
H2bw.) 

CEMETERIES 


The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
collection  includes  tombstone  inscriptions  from 
Arkansas  cemeteries.  This  collection  is  described  in 
the  “Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline. 

Another  important  collection  is  Cemetery  Records  of 
Arkansas,  Vols.  1-8,  11  (Salt  Lake  City: 

Genealogical  Society,  1957;  FHL  book  976.7  V22g; 
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volumes  1-8,  11  on  films  908969-71;  volumes  1-8, 

1 1  on  fiche  6046948). 

Many  tombstone  inscriptions  have  been  published  in 
periodicals  or  are  available  in  manuscript  form  at 
local  repositories.  A  guide  to  help  you  locate  these 
and  the  inscriptions  in  the  DAR  collection  is  Index 
to  Sources  for  Arkansas  Cemetery  Inscriptions 
(North  Little  Rock,  Ark.:  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  1976;  FHL  book  976.7  A1  No.  93). 

CENSUS 


Federal 

Most  federal  census  records  are  found  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  United  States 
Research  Outline  provides  more  detailed  information 
on  these  records. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  the  U.S.  federal 
censuses  for  the  state  of  Arkansas  from  1 840  to 
1920.  The  1890  census  was  destroyed. 

Statewide  indexes  are  available  for  the  1840,  1850, 
1860,  and  1870  censuses  in  book  and  microfiche 
format.  A  Soundex  (phonetic)  index  is  available  on 
microfilm  for  part  of  the  1880  and  all  of  the  1900, 
1910,  and  1920  censuses.  In  addition,  indexes  for  the 
1870  census  are  available  for  many  counties  in 
Arkansas. 

Mortality  schedules  exist  for  the  1850,  1860,  1870, 
and  1880  censuses.  The  schedules  for  the  years  1850 
to  1880  are  indexed  in  book  and  microfiche  format. 
The  indexes  are  available  at  the  Family  History 
Library.  The  schedules  are  at  the  Arkansas  History 
Commission  and  the  University  of  Arkansas. 

Territorial 

The  1810  and  1820  censuses  for  the  area  that 
became  Arkansas  were  destroyed.  The  federal  census 
for  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  is  available  and 
indexed  for  1830.  The  Arkansas  History  Commission 
has  sheriff’s  censuses  for  several  counties  in  1829 
and  Arkansas  County  in  1823  (1823  census  is  on 
FHL  film  977363  item  2).  These  are  indexed  in 
Ronald  Vem  Jackson,  Arkansas  Sheriffs  Censuses: 
1823  and  1829  (Bountiful,  Utah:  Accelerated 
Indexing  Systems,  1978;  FHL  book  976.7  X2s  1823, 
1829).  Only  the  heads  of  households  are  listed  in 
these  censuses. 

CHURCH  RECORDS 


Before  1900  the  largest  religious  groups  in  Arkansas 
were  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  Episcopal  (now 
United  Methodist).  The  Family  History  Library  has 
many  church  records  for  Arkansas  and  several 


histories  of  local  churches.  The  following  directories 
may  help  you  locate  other  church  records: 

A  Directory  of  Churches  and  Religious 

Organizations  in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  Little 
Rock:  Historical  Records  Survey  1942.  (FHL  book 
976.7  K24h;  film  823676  item  6.) 

Guide  to  Vital  Statistics  Records  in  Arkansas: 

Volume  II,  Church  Archives.  Little  Rock: 

Historical  Records  Survey,  194-.  (FHL  book  976.7 
K2h;  film  873998  item  2.) 

Many  denominations  have  collected  their  records 
into  central  repositories.  You  can  write  to  the 
following  addresses  to  learn  where  the  records  are 
located: 

Baptist 

Arkansas  Baptist  State  Convention  Collection 
Riley  Library 

Ouachita  Baptist  University 
410  Ouachita 
Arkedelphia,  AR  71998 
Telephone:  870-245-5000 
Fax:  870-245-5500 

Methodist 

North  Arkansas  Conference  Depository 
Olin  C.  Bailey  Library 
Hendrix  College 

1600  Washington  Ave.  and  Front  Streets 
Conway,  AR  72032 
Telephone:  501-450-1303 
Fax:  501-450-3800 

COURT  RECORDS 


Major  Arkansas  courts  that  have  kept  records  of 
genealogical  value  include  the  following: 

Circuit  courts  have  countywide  jurisdiction  over 
criminal  cases,  naturalization,  and  major  civil  cases. 
The  Family  History  Library  has  copies  of  many 
circuit  court  records. 

Chancery  courts  have  countywide  jurisdiction  over 
equity,  divorce,  probates,  and  adoptions.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  some  chancery  court  records. 
For  Pulaski  County,  for  example,  the  library  has 
copies  of  the  records  from  1 839  to  1 877. 

Courts  of  common  pleas  have  countywide 
jurisdiction  over  non-real  estate  civil  matters.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  some  courts  of  common 
pleas  records. 

County  courts  have  countywide  jurisdiction  over 
juvenile  matters,  taxes,  claims,  and  county 
expenditures.  The  Family  History  Library  has  some 
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county  court  records,  including  Pulaski  County  files 
from  1846  to  1878. 

Justice  of  the  peace  courts  have  countywide 
jurisdiction  over  preliminary  hearings  of  criminal 
cases  and  minor  contract  matters.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  some  justice  of  the  peace 
records,  such  as  the  Pulaski  County  files  from  1873 
to  1917. 

Original  court  records  are  kept  by  the  clerks  in  each 
county  courthouse.  Copies  of  records  at  the  Family 
History  Library  often  date  from  the  creation  of  a 
county  to  about  1900,  and  some  indexes  are 
available  through  the  1970s.  Court  records  are  also 
available  at  the  Southwest  Arkansas  Regional 
Archives. 

DIRECTORIES 


Directories  of  heads  of  households  have  been 
published  for  major  cities  of  Arkansas.  For  example, 
the  Family  History  Library  has  the  following 
directories  for  Little  Rock: 


•  1871-1935  .  FHL  films 

1376975-79 

•  1913,  1915,  1916,  1930, 

1940,  1956,  1967  ....  FHL  books 

976.773  E4p 

•  1940  .  FHL  film 

1425665  item  2 


EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION 

Very  few  Europeans  came  to  the  Arkansas  area 
during  the  years  of  French  and  Spanish  rule,  1686  to 
1803.  The  1810  census  of  the  Louisiana  Territory 
listed  only  1,062  non-Indian  residents  in  the  entire 
District  of  Arkansas. 

Immigration  began  in  earnest  with  the  cotton  boom 
of  1818.  Many  families  of  Scottish,  Scotch-Irish,  and 
English  descent  moved  overland  from  Virginia  and 
the  Carolinas  through  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  or 
Missouri.  They  often  brought  slaves  with  them.  In 
1860,  Black  slaves  comprised  over  one  fourth  of  the 
population.  Most  Arkansans  today  are  descended 
from  Anglo-Saxon  and  Black  families  who  came 
from  older  southern  states  before  1900. 

About  1 867,  the  rich  land  between  the  Arkansas  and 
White  rivers  beckoned  to  large  groups  of  Southern 
European  emigrants.  Many  families  from  Poland 
settled  in  Pulaski  County.  A  number  of  Italians 
located  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  state. 

The  last  Indian  tribes  had  been  removed  from 
Arkansas  to  present-day  Oklahoma  by  1835.  Records 
of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  have  been 


transcribed  in  Jack  D.  Baker,  Cherokee  Emigration 
Rolls,  1817-1835  (Oklahoma  City:  Baker  Pub.,  1977; 
FHL  book  970.3  C424be). 

Some  immigrants  landed  at  New  Orleans  and 
traveled  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Arkansas.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  passenger  lists  for  New 
Orleans  from  1820  to  1921  and  indexes  from  1820 
to  1952.  The  National  Archives  has  passenger  lists 
through  1945  and  indexes  to  1952.  More  detailed 
information  on  immigration  sources  is  in  the  United 
States  Research  Outline. 

GAZETTEERS 


A  guide  to  place  names  of  Arkansas  is  Russell 
Pierce  Baker,  Arkansas  Township  Atlas:  A  History  of 
the  Minor  Civil  Divisions  in  Each  Arkansas  County 
(Hot  Springs,  Ark.:  Arkansas  Genealogical  Society, 
1984;  FHL  book  976.7  E5b;  fiche  6110887). 

GENEALOGY 


Most  archives,  historical  societies,  and  genealogical 
societies  have  special  collections  and  indexes  of 
genealogical  value.  These  must  usually  be  searched 
in  person. 

A  notable  manuscript  collection  of  compiled 
genealogies  is  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  (DAR)  Collection.  This  collection  consists 
of  transcripts  of  Bible  records,  cemetery  records, 
church  records,  marriages,  deaths,  obituaries,  and 
wills.  It  was  microfilmed  in  1970  and  1971  at  the 
DAR  Library,  Washington,  D.C.,  and  is  available  on 
20  reels  at  the  Family  History  Library  (beginning 
with  FHL  film  844392).  It  is  listed  in  the  Family 
History  Library  Catalog  under  ARKANSAS  - 
COLLECTED  WORKS. 

A  compilation  of  the  genealogies  of  some  of  the 
early  pioneer  families  is  Mrs.  Larry  P.  Clark, 
Arkansas  Pioneers  and  Allied  Families  (Little  Rock, 
Ark.:  Mrs.  Larry  P.  Clark,  1976;  FHL  book  976.7 
D3c;  film  1036635  item  4;  fiche  6051363). 

HISTORY 


The  following  important  events  in  the  history  of 
Arkansas  affected  political  jurisdictions,  family 
movements,  and  record  keeping. 

1686  The  French  established  Arkansas  Post,  the 
first  white  settlement  in  what  is  now 
Arkansas.  It  was  the  administrative  center  for 
the  French,  Spanish,  and  United  States 
governments  until  1821  when  Little  Rock 
became  the  capital. 

1763  France  ceded  the  region  to  Spain. 
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1800  Spain  officially  returned  the  land  to  France, 
although  Spanish  occupancy  continued  until 
1802. 

1 803  The  United  States  acquired  the  area  that  is 
now  Arkansas  with  the  Louisiana  Purchase 
and  it  became  part  of  the  Louisiana  Territory. 

1812  The  Missouri  Territory  was  established, 
including  Arkansas  in  its  boundaries.  After 
the  War  of  1812  the  Indian  population 
decreased,  and  white  settlers  arrived  to  claim 
bounty  land. 

1813  The  territorial  legislature  established  Arkansas 
County. 

1819  Arkansas  became  a  separate  territory. 

1836  Arkansas  became  a  state. 

1861  Arkansas  seceded  from  the  Union.  It  was 
readmitted  in  1868. 

A  useful  source  for  studying  the  history  of  Arkansas 
is  David  Y.  Thomas,  ed.,  Arkansas  and  Its  People,  4 
vols.  (New  York:  American  Historical  Society,  1930; 
FHL  book  976.7  H2t;  microfilm  934821;  fiche 
6051359). 

A  brief  bibliography  of  local  histories  of  Arkansas  is 
Georgia  H.  Clark  and  Bruce  R.  Parham,  Arkansas 
County  and  Local  Histories:  A  Bibliography 
(Fayetteville:  Mullins  Library  of  the  University  of 
Arkansas,  1976;  FHL  book  976.7  H23c). 

LAND  AND  PROPERTY 


When  the  United  States  organized  the  Missouri 
Territory  in  1812,  it  agreed  to  recognize  the  private 
land  grants  previously  issued  by  Spain  and  Mexico. 
Most  of  these  are  in  Arkansas  and  Desha  Counties. 

A  preemption  law  of  1814  gave  those  already  living 
on  the  land  the  first  right  to  claim  the  land.  Private 
land  claims  commissions  were  established  to  process 
these  claims.  Private  claims  to  1837  in  the  American 
State  Papers  are  indexed  in  Phillip  W.  McMullin, 
Grassroots  of  America  (Salt  Lake  City:  Gendex 
Corp.,  1972;  FHL  book  973  R2ag  index;  fiche 
6051323). 

Another  helpful  publication  is  First  Settlers  of  the 
Missouri  Territory,  2  vols.  (Nacogdoches,  Tex.. 
Ericson  Books,  1983;  FHL  book  977.8  R2f).  Volume 
1  has  the  grants  from  the  American  State  Papers, 
class  8,  public  lands.  Volume  2  has  the  grants  in  the 
present  states  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Oklahoma. 

As  the  various  Indian  tribes  were  removed  from  the 
area,  their  land  became  the  public  domain.  The  land 
was  surveyed  and  sold  by  the  United  States 
government  through  land  offices,  in  a  process  called 


land-entry.  The  first  general  land  offices  were 
established  in  1818. 

Records  of  the  land  offices  are  located  in: 

Arkansas  State  Land  Commission  Office 
State  Capitol 

Little  Rock,  Arkansas  72201 
Telephone:  501-324-9222 

Patents  are  located  at: 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 
Eastern  States  Office 
7450  Boston  Blvd. 

Springfield,  VA  22153 
Telephone:  703-440-1600 
Fax:  703-440-1609 

Land-entry  case  files  and  applications  of  those  who 
settled  in  Arkansas  after  the  Homestead  Act  of  1 862 
are  in  the  National  Archives.  All  of  the  above  files 
are  arranged  according  to  legal  descriptions  of  the 
land.  The  Family  History  Library  has  the  land  tract 
books  and  original  survey  plats  on  microfilm. 

See  the  “Military  Records”  section  of  this  outline  for 
information  about  land  in  Arkansas  that  was  given 
for  service  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Subsequent  transfers  of  land  between  private  owners 
were  recorded  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  or  county 
court.  Some  counties  have  two  courthouses  where 
the  documents  could  have  been  filed.  The  Family 
History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of  most  of  the 
county  deeds  and  indexes.  From  Pulaski  County,  for 
example,  the  Family  History  Library  has  57 
microfilms  of  deeds  (1819-86)  and  land  indexes 
(1819-1919). 

MAPS 


The  Family  History  Library  has  a  number  of 
Arkansas  maps.  County  maps  are  also  found  in  the 
Arkansas  Township  Atlas  listed  in  the  “Gazetteer” 
section  of  this  outline. 

The  University  of  Arkansas  has  a  large  collection  of 
maps,  atlases,  and  gazetteers. 

MILITARY  RECORDS 

Many  military  records  are  found  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  U.S.  Military  Records 
Research  Outline  (34118)  provides  more  information 
on  the  federal  military  records  and  search  strategies. 
For  Arkansas  the  following  sources  are  also  very 
helpful: 
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War  of  1812  (1812-1815) 

Bounty  land  in  Arkansas,  Illinois,  and  Missouri  was 
granted  to  soldiers  who  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Copies  of  the  bounty  land  warrants  are  available  at 
the  Family  History  Library  (FHL  films  983163-77 
index  on  983163).  They  provide  the  name  of  the 
soldier,  rank,  unit,  and  date  of  warrant.  A  list  of 
6,600  grantees,  arranged  by  county  name,  is  in 
Katheren  Christensen,  comp.,  Arkansas  Military 
Bounty  Grants  (War  of  1812)  (Arkansas  Ancestors, 
1971;  FHL  book  976.7  R2c). 

Civil  War  (1861-1865) 

Soldiers  from  Arkansas  served  in  both  the  Union  and 
Confederate  armies.  Indexes  and  the  compiled 
military  service  records  are  available  at  the  Family 
History  Library  and  the  National  Archives. 

Arkansas  pension  records  for  Confederate  veterans 
are  located  at  the  Arkansas  History  Commission. 
Pension  records  for  Union  veterans  are  available 
only  at  the  National  Archives.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  an  index  of  Union  pensioners. 

In  1911  a  special  census  was  taken  of  Confederate 
veterans.  Returns  are  available  for  40  of  the  75 
counties.  Abstracts  of  the  questionnaires  have  been 
published  in  Bobbie  J.  McLane  and  Capitola  H. 
Gazner,  Arkansas  1911  Census  of  Confederate 
Veterans,  3  vols.  (N.p.:  Arkansas  Ancestors, 
1977-1981;  FHL  976.7  X2m;  fiche  6019335).  An 
index  has  been  published  by  the  same  authors  (FFIL 
976.7x2m  index).  All  of  these  censuses  are  at  the 
Arkansas  Historical  Commission,  and  most  are  on 
microfilm  at  the  Family  History  Library. 

World  War  I  (1917-1918) 

World  War  I  draft  registration  cards  for  men  age  1 8 
to  45  may  list  address,  birth  date,  birthplace,  race, 
nationality,  citizenship,  and  next  of  kin.  Not  all 
registrants  served  in  the  war.  For  registration  cards 
for  Arkansas,  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  Arkansas, 
World  War  I  Selective  Service  System  Draft 
Registration  Cards,  1917-1918.  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publications,  Ml 509. 
Washington,  D.C.:  National  Archives,  1987- 
1988.  (On  FHL  films  beginning  with  1522740.) 

To  find  an  individual’s  draft  card,  it  helps  to  know 
his  name  and  residence  at  the  time  of  registration. 
The  cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  county, 
within  the  county  by  draft  board,  and  then 
alphabetically  by  surname  within  each  draft  board. 

Most  counties  had  only  one  board;  large  cities  had 
several.  A  map  showing  the  boundaries  of  individual 
draft  boards  is  available  for  most  large  cities. 


Finding  an  ancestor’s  street  address  in  a  city 
directory  will  help  you  in  using  the  draft  board  map. 
There  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  cities  that  are  on  the 
map.  For  a  copy  of  this  map  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  List  of 
World  War  One  Draft  Board  Maps.  Washington, 
D.C.:  National  Archives.  (FHL  film  1498803.) 

NATURALIZATION  AND 
CITIZENSHIP 

Naturalization  records  were  generally  filed  in  the 
circuit  courts  in  each  county.  About  40  percent  of 
the  counties  in  Arkansas  have  pre-1907  records.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of  the 
records  for  some  of  these  counties.  For  residents  of 
Little  Rock  (Pulaski  County),  for  example,  the 
library  has  declarations  of  intention  and  some  final 
certificates,  1870  to  1906. 

Some  naturalization  papers  were  filed  in  the  U.S. 
District  Courts  located  in  Fort  Smith,  Little  Rock, 
and  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

A  statewide  index  to  naturalization  records  of 
Arkansas  was  compiled  by  the  Works  Projects 
Administration  for  the  years  1809-1906  (FHL  film 
1730849).  Copies  of  this  index  are  at  the  National 
Archives — Southwest  Region  (Fort  Worth),  the 
Arkansas  History  Commission,  and  the  U.S.  District 
Court  in  Fort  Smith. 

For  naturalization  records  after  September  1906, 
contact  the  National  Archives — Southwest  Region 
(Fort  Worth)  or  the  local  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service. 

NEWSPAPERS 


The  best  collection  of  Arkansas  newspapers  is  at  the 
Arkansas  History  Commission.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  not  acquired  copies  of  Arkansas 
newspapers,  but  the  following  guides  can  help  you 
locate  and  search  Arkansas  newspapers: 

Union  List  of  Arkansas  Newspapers,  1819-1942. 
Little  Rock:  Historical  Records  Survey,  1942. 
(FHL  book  976.7  B3h;  film  897366  item  2;  fiche 
6051358.) 

Morgan,  James  Logan.  Arkansas  Newspaper  Index, 
1819-1845:  Index  to  Obituaries,  Biographical  and 
Probate  and  Chancery  Notices.  Newport,  Ark.: 
Morgan  Books,  1981.  (FHL  book  976.7  B32m.) 

Allsopp,  Fred  W.  History  of  the  Arkansas  Press  for 
a  Hundred  Years  and  More.  1922.  Reprint. 

Easley,  S.C.:  Southern  Historical  Press,  1978. 
(FHL  book  976.7  B3a.) 
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PERIODICALS  VITAL  RECORDS 


The  major  genealogical  periodicals  and  magazines 

helpful  for  Arkansas  research  are: 

The  Arkansas  Family  Historian.  1962-.  Published  by 
Arkansas  Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box  908,  Hot 
Springs,  AR  71902-0908.  (FHL  book  976.7  B2a; 
vols.  1-4  on  film  874450;  vols.  5-6  on  film 
873,991.) 

Backtracker.  1972-.  Published  by  Northwest 
Arkansas  Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box  796, 
Rogers,  AR  72757.  (FHL  book  976.7  B2bt;  fiche 
6101428-44,  Vols.  1-21.) 

Flashback.  195 1-.  Published  by  Washington  County 
Historical  Society,  118  East  Dickson,  Fayetteville, 
AR  72701.  (FHL  book  976.714  B2f;  an  index  for 
1964  to  1970  is  on  film  844958  item  8.) 

The  Melting  Pot  Quarterly.  1978-.  Published  by  The 
Melting  Pot  Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box  936, 
Hot  Springs,  AR  71902.  (FHL  book  976.7  D25m. 
Emphasis  is  on  Garland  County  region.) 

PROBATE  RECORDS 


Probate  records  of  Arkansas  have  been  kept  by  the 
probate  or  county  courts.  The  records  include  case 
papers,  wills,  bonds,  inventories,  and  dockets.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  probate  records  for  most 
of  the  counties  of  Arkansas,  including  packets  and 
administrator’s  settlements.  For  example,  the  library 
has  microfilms  of  a  variety  of  probate  records  for 
Pulaski  County  for  the  years  1818-1919.  You  can 
also  obtain  copies  of  the  original  records  by 
contacting  the  clerk’s  office  in  the  appropriate 
county  courthouse. 

A  statewide  index  of  wills  is  Mrs.  James  H. 
Stevenson  and  Mrs.  Edward  L.  Westbrooke,  Index  to 
Wills  and  Administrations  of  Arkansas  from  the 
Earliest  to  1900  (Jonesboro,  Ark:  Vowels  Printing 
Co.,  1986;  FHL  book  976.7  P22st;  fiche  6050936). 

TAXATION 


Lists  of  taxpayers  provide  information  similar  to  the 
early  census  records.  Published  indexes  of  tax  lists 
are  available  for  the  years  1819  to  1829  and  for 
1830  to  1839. 

Microfilm  copies  of  personal  and  property  tax 
records,  between  1860  and  1900,  are  available  at  the 
Family  History  Library  for  most  counties.  The 
county  clerks  have  the  original  records. 


Birth  and  Death  Records 

Arkansas  began  recording  births  and  deaths  on  a 
statewide  basis  in  February  1914.  Some  Little  Rock 
and  Fort  Smith  records  from  1881  are  also  available 
from  the  state.  Delayed  registrations  of  births  are 
available  since  1914.  For  copies  of  state  records 
write  to: 

Division  of  Vital  Records 
Arkansas  Department  of  Health 
4815  West  Markham  Street,  slot  44 
Little  Rock,  AR  72205-3867 
Telephone:  501-661-2336 

The  current  fees  for  obtaining  copies  of  the  state’s 
records  are  listed  in  Where  to  Write  for  Vital 
Records:  Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  and  Divorces 
(Hyattsville,  Md.:  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services,  March  1993;  FHL  book  973 
V24wv).  Copies  of  this  booklet  are  at  the  Family 
History  Library  and  many  Family  History  Centers. 
You  can  also  write  to  the  Division  of  Vital  Records 
(address  above)  for  current  information. 

The  vital  records  cannot  be  examined  by  the  public. 
The  Division  of  Vital  Records  will  issue  copies  only 
to  a  family  member  or  the  individual  named  on  the 
record  unless  the  information  is  going  to  be  used  for 
family  history.  You  must  specifically  state  the 
purpose  for  which  the  certificate  will  be  used. 

Earlier  birth  and  death  records  were  kept  in  each 
county,  although  records  prior  to  1914  are  sparse. 
You  can  obtain  copies  by  contacting  the  appropriate 
county  clerk’s  office.  The  Family  History  Library 
has  copies  of  birth,  delayed  birth,  death,  and  funeral 
home  records  for  a  few  counties,  such  as  the  records 
of  Sebastian  County  births,  1877  to  1913,  and 
deaths,  1881  to  1929  (FHL  films  1034198-99). 

Marriage  Records 

Marriage  records  dating  from  the  creation  of  each 
county  are  available  from  the  county  clerk’s  office  in 
the  county  where  the  license  was  issued.  Some 
counties  in  the  state  have  two  courthouses  where  the 
documents  could  have  been  filed.  The  state  office 
has  marriage  records  since  1917  and  indexes  to 
marriages  from  1 820  to  the  present. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilmed  copies 
of  the  county  marriage  records  to  about  the  1920s. 
From  Pulaski  County,  for  example,  the  library  has 
51  microfilms  of  marriage  record  books  and  indexes 
for  1838  to  1921. 
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Divorce  Records 


COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS 


Certified  copies  of  divorce  records  are  available  from 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  or  chancery  court  in  the  county 
where  the  divorce  was  granted.  In  addition,  the 
Division  of  Vital  Records  has  divorce  records  filed 
since  1923. 

Inventory  of  Vital  Records 

Further  information  on  the  history  and  availability  of 
Arkansas  vital  records  is  in  Guide  to  Vital  Statistic 
Records  in  Arkansas,  Vol.  1  (Little  Rock:  Arkansas 
Historical  Survey,  1942;  not  at  Family  History 
Library). 

FOR  FURTHER  READING 


For  more  detailed  information  on  research  and  records 

in  Arkansas,  see: 

Wagoner,  Claudia.  Arkansas  Researchers’  Handbook 
Fayetteville,  Ark.:  Research  Plus,  1986.  (FHL  book 
976.7  D27w.) 

Another  helpful  source  is: 

Eichholz,  Alice,  ed.  Ancestry’s  Red  Book:  American 
State,  County,  and  Town  Sources.  Rev.  ed.  Salt 
Lake  City:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  D27rb 
1992;  computer  number  594021.)  Contains 
bibliographies  and  background  information  on 
history  and  ethnic  groups.  Also  contains  maps  and 
tables  showing  when  each  county  was  created. 


The  Family  History  Library  welcomes  additions  and 
corrections  that  will  improve  future  editions  of  this 
outline.  Please  send  your  suggestions  to: 

Publications  Coordination 

Family  History  Library 

35  N.  West  Temple 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3400 

USA 

We  appreciate  the  archivists,  librarians,  and  others 
who  have  reviewed  this  outline  and  shared  helpful 
information. 

©  1988,  1997  by  Intellectual  Reserve,  Inc.  All  rights  reserved. 
Printed  in  the  USA 
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No  part  of  this  document  may  be  reprinted,  posted  on-line,  or 
reproduced  in  any  form  for  any  purpose  without  the  prior  written 
permission  of  the  publisher.  Send  all  requests  for  such  permission 
to: 

Copyrights  and  Permissions  Coordinator 

Family  History  Department 

50  E.  North  Temple  Street 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3400 

USA 

Fax:  801-240-2494 

FamilySearch  is  a  registered  trademark  of  Intellectual  Reserve, 
Inc.  Family  History  Center,  Family  History  Centers,  Family 
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